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to Rich, and the latter fondly believed that this loan would bind the debtor to him as with hooks of steel. But we do not love men the more because they chance to be our creditors ; sometimes, indeed, we love them the less for it, and so these two hundred pounds did not prevent the Celt from breaking over the traces of the Englishman. Let Gibber continue the story :
" The first word I heard of this transaction was by a letter from Swiney, inviting me to make one in the Hay-Market Company, whom he hop'd I could not but now think the stronger party. But I confess I was not a little alarm'd at this revolution. For I considered that I knew of no visible fund to support these actors but their own industry; that all his recruits from Drury Lane would want new cloathing ; and that the warmest industry would be always labouring up hill under so necessary an ex-pence, so bad a situation, and so inconvenient a theatre," &c.
In fine, Master Colley resolved that it would be the course of wisdom to stay at Drury Lane, where he seems to have enjoyed to an unusual degree the confidence of the very manager whom afterwards he did not hesitate to abuse. So when Gibber came up to London from Gloucestershire, where he had been spending his vacation, he returned to the fold of his old master.
" But I found our company so thinn'd that it was almost impracticable to bring any one tolerable play